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The Valley Ball at the Rainbow Room

On Saturday, October 26, 2019, the Valley Hospital Auxiliary hosted The Valley Ball at New York’s Rainbow Room on the 65th floor of
Rockefeller Plaza. It was the perfect finale for the Auxiliary’s 75th Anniversary celebration.

President’s Message

During the last year we have celebrated the Valley Hospital Auxiliary’s past
accomplishments while also looking forward to our future successes. The capstone for our 75th Anniversary celebration was the sold out Valley Ball held at
the iconic Rainbow Room in Rockefeller
Center, pictured above. We want to thank
Valley Emergency Room Associates and
Bergen Anesthesia, who were our Empire
Jean Meloro
sponsors. Due to their generosity and that
of all our supporters, we raised over
$400,000, a record amount for this event. See page 3 for
additional photos of the event.
On November 1, the official groundbreaking ceremony for
the New Valley Hospital was held in Paramus and it was an
honor to be there on behalf of the Auxiliary. In our 75-year history, the Valley Hospital Auxiliary has donated over $18 million to The Valley Hospital and our continuing commitment to
the hospital and the community is evident in our current $3.1
million pledge to establish the Pediatric Section of the

Emergency Department of The New Valley Hospital and
Valley Home Care’s Endowment for Butterflies, an in-home
palliative and hospice care program for seriously ill children.
The annual Tree of Light illumination ceremony will be held
on Sunday, December 8 in the Shotmeyer Lobby. Please plan
on joining us for this wonderful holiday event, which features a
performance by the Ridgewood High School Chorus and
Ensemble and the lighting of the tree. We have also begun
working on the popular VHA Kitchen Tour, which will return on
May 20, 2020. It was last held five years ago, when more than
500 people enjoyed tours of extraordinary kitchens.
Our branches are busy with their fundraising efforts. The
Mahwah Branch held the first ever Thanks-for-Giving Tree
fundraiser, Saddle River hosted a fashion show and Meet the
Artist event, the Ramsey branch ran a successful Wine
Tasting, and Franklin Lakes held their annual Shopping
Boutique. Coming in December is the annual Saddle River
Branch Shopping Boutique. The Allendale branch is planning
their second annual Comedy Night at the Brick House in
January. These events are not only important for their
fundraising component but they are also fun, so thank you for
your support.
Continued on page three
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Valley Breaks Ground on The New Valley Hospital

November 2019

At the groundbreaking were, l-r, Elias Tsoukas, M.D.; Martha and Peter Marron; Jim and Nancy Bush; Stefanie and Adam Hawkinson; Audrey
and Bob Luckow; Ellen Forlenza; Frank Sheehy, Vice Chairman, Valley Health System Board of Trustees; U.S. Representative Bill Pascrell;
U.S Representative Josh Gottheimer; U.S. Senator Robert Menendez; New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy; Audrey Meyers, President and
CEO, The Valley Hospital and Valley Health System; Paramus Mayor Richard LaBarbiera; Bergen County Executive James Tedesco, III;
David Bohan, Vice President and Chief Development Officer, The Valley Hospital Foundation; Sue and Victor D. Wortmann, Chairman, The
Valley Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees; Charlie and Sue Snyder; J. T., Theo, and Bevin Bolger; Jean Meloro, President of The Valley
Hospital Auxiliary; Marilyn Clark; Bob and Carol Gillespie; Joe and Lya Pfeifer.

Donning hard hats and carrying shovels, Valley Health
System leadership, philanthropic supporters, community
members, and federal, state and local elected officials
came together on Friday, November 1, to break ground on
The Valley Hospital’s new, state-of-the-art, 372-bed healthcare facility in Paramus.
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy, U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez, U.S. Representatives Josh Gottheimer and Bill
Pascrell, Bergen County Executive James Tedesco and
Paramus Mayor Richard LaBarbiera were among the elected officials on hand to show their support for the new hospital.
“As we celebrate the groundbreaking of the new hospital, we are also proud to affirm our commitment to providing groundbreaking care,” said Audrey Meyers, President
and CEO of The Valley Hospital and Valley Health System.
“The design of the new hospital will enhance our ability to
deliver high-quality care and service, with the personal
touch for which Valley is so well known.”
It will incorporate the latest innovations and best practices in modern healthcare facility design, with all singlepatient rooms to enhance patient privacy, safety and comfort. These rooms will be designed to accommodate the
latest high-tech, minimally invasive robotic surgeries and
interventional procedures with the flexibility to adapt to different purposes over time.
“This new hospital will allow us to raise the bar in all that
we do,” said Meyers. “It will revolutionize how we deliver
extraordinary healthcare, strengthen our ability to help people in our community live healthier lives, and provide the
flexibility necessary to adapt to changes in healthcare
delivery.”
David Bohan, Vice President and Chief Development
Officer, The Valley Hospital Foundation, thanked the leadership donors — those who provided significant early support for the project — who as of the groundbreaking had
generously donated more than $60 million in support of the
new hospital.

“I want to personally thank our leadership donors for
stepping forward to provide support for our new hospital,”
said Vic Wortmann, Chairman of The Valley Hospital
Foundation Board of Trustees.
“I applaud your commitment to The Valley Hospital’s
legacy of delivering high-quality and compassionate health
care,” said NJ Governor Phil Murphy. “You don’t reach
milestones like this by accident. You achieve them through
constant progress and consistent performance. You
achieve them through visionary leadership. You achieve
them by having a generous philanthropic community and
equally committed local officials and community leaders, all
of whom understand the value and importance of a hospital
to the families it serves. In each of these areas, Valley has
it, and then some.”
The new hospital will be the centerpiece of Valley’s
healthcare campus in Paramus. On the western side of
Winters Ave. are the Robert & Audrey Luckow Pavilion
(which houses the hospital’s comprehensive cancer and
same-day-surgery centers) and the former Children’s
Museum. A campus on the eastern side of Winters Ave. will
include the new hospital building, a parking garage and 140
E. Ridgewood Ave, which houses women’s and children’s
services. The combined campuses equal 39.59 acres total
land area.
Moving inpatient and emergency services to Paramus
will allow Valley to repurpose its current campus in
Ridgewood for a broad range of healthcare services, including an urgent-care center, and laboratory, radiology and
endoscopy services. In addition, Valley plans to consolidate
existing ambulatory and outpatient services and health system business functions back to the Ridgewood campus.
The new facility will cost an estimated $800 million and
will be funded through the issuance of bonds, hospital equity, and philanthropic contributions. Valley anticipates that
the new hospital could open as early as 2023.
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Scenes from the Rainbow Room

Above left, Audrey Meyers, president and CEO, Valley Health System, raises a toast
to congratulate the Auxiliary on its 75 years as Valley Ball Co-chairs Elaine
Heimberger and Jean Meloro look on. Above are members of the Valley Ball committee, l-r, Barbara Mills, Sandy Carapezza, The Valley Hospital Foundation, Jean
Meloro, co-chair, Carol Gillespie, Elaine Heimberger, co-chair, Nancy Weiss, Ann
Swist, Diana Frankel-Hughes, Lee Jenkins, Bobbi Zientek, Auxiliary Coordinator, and
Audrey Meyers, president and CEO, Valley Health System. Not pictured: Denise
Downey, Karen Hoy, Linda Leeder, Donna Singer, and Dana Van Voorhis. At left are
the iconic entrance to the Rainbow Room and dancers enjoying the music.

The Tree of Light Will
Shine with Your Tributes

On Sunday, December 8, 2019
from 4:30 to 6 pm, the Auxiliary will
host its annual Tree of Light illumination and reception in the
Shotmeyer Lobby of The Valley
Hospital. Enjoy this beloved tradition
while enjoying refreshments and listening to the Ridgewood
High School chorus and strings.
Tree of Light chair, Mary Seminara and her committee
are hard at work creating the Tribute Book and sending
acknowledgements to donors who purchased lights in memory or honor of people in their lives. There’s still time to purchase a light for the tree or reflecting pool which are outside
the Shotmeyer Lobby. Honorees names will be recorded
in the Tribute Book on display in the hospital lobby through
December and will receive a letter telling them that you
donated a light for them. For more information or to order
lights, visit https://www.valleyhealth.com/services/auxiliary
or call 201-447-8136. If you have any questions, call
201-447-8136.

President’s Message

(continued from page one)

Our members continue to support Valley Hospital this holiday season through their work as volunteers. We provide aid
to the community through the Adopt a Family Program in
which branches provide gifts for families with seriously ill children to help them enjoy the holidays and the Auxiliary Cares
program where members wrap and bring small gifts to hospital patients in December.
I would like to extend an invitation to all members to join us
on February 6, 2020 for the Jump Start Program. This program is geared towards any member who wants to learn more

e

Adopt a Family
this Holiday Season

Valley Home Care's annual Adopt-a-Family Program is
underway for this holiday season. Will you consider "adopting" one of the families whose child or children receive services from VHC? We welcome participation by Branches or
individuals.
By adopting them, you can provide much needed and
wanted items to make their holiday happier. This is a do
good, feel good program. Wrapping will be on Wednesday,
December 18 at 9:30 a.m. at the Kraft Building. To adopt a
family or to sign up for wrapping, please call Charlotte Byrne
at 210-444-2397, or email at jfbyrne1@aol.com.

"Auxiliary Cares"

Once again the Auxiliary Cares program will have volunteers distribute small gifts to hospital patients to brighten their
stay during the holiday season. This will take place on
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 3 & 4 from 1-3 pm, and
Thursday, December 5 from 10 am-12 noon. If you would like
to help please contact Carol Gillespie, Vice President,
Community Relations at carolg333@gmail.com.

about the Auxiliary: its history, organization, and the opportunities to get more involved. For more information visit
www.valleyhealth.com/auxiliary or contact Auxiliary
Coordinator, Bobbi Zientek at bziente@valleyhealth.com.
As 2019 comes to a close, the Auxiliary’s Diamond Jubilee
also comes to an end. Although the celebrations may be over,
our members’ dedication and enthusiasm continue. I look forward to the future of our organization.
Thank you to all our members for your continued support. I
wish you and your family a happy and healthy holiday season.

Jean Meloro

President, The Valley Hospital Auxiliary
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Want the latest fashions? Need to make a good impression? Stop by
Kurth Cottage and shop where "Buying Means Giving". Come see our
2019 Fall and Holiday apparel plus gifts, jewelry, spa and more.

At right, Ann Swist, past Auxiliary president, models
one of her recent purchases. Always on the go, Ann
loves shopping at Kurth.

Below right, Kurth Cottage Café employee,
Jacqueline Sledge, recently attended a women’s
conference wearing the new coat sweater that she
purchased at Kurth Cottage Gift Shop. She is seated
on the left, next to her sisters.

Below, Andrea Delmont, center, Manager/Buyer of
Kurth Cottage Gift Shop, stands with the staff of The
Veterans Memorial Home in Paramus. They are
wearing the latest fashions from Kurth Cottage.
Andrea said, “It’s been an honor for me and my staff
to have been invited back for the fifth time to present
a fashion show from Kurth Cottage Gift Shop, styling
these wonderful women and entertaining the residents, friends and families. We brought a "pop up"
sales table with merchandise from Kurth Gift Shop to
provide a shopping experience after the show."

It’s Holiday time at Kurth Cottage Gift Shop.

Our new holiday items are sure to make you smile.
Stop by for your decorating and gift giving needs.

NOTES FROM CENTRAL BOARD

Nominations Sought by Committee

The Nominating Committee is seeking a slate of officers
for the Central Board, 2020-2022. Nominations are welcome
for the following offices:
President; Administrative Vice President; Vice President,
Kurth Cottage Gift Shop; Vice President, Volunteer Services;
Vice President, Ways & Means; Vice President, Membership;
Treasurer; Member-at-Large.
All positions are for a two year term with the exception of
the President and Administrative Vice President. The
President is asked to serve for one year with the
Administrative Vice President expected to take on the duties
of the President the following year. Any other Executive
Officer may be nominated for a second term.
Your input in nominating candidates would be appreciated.
Self- nomination is also welcomed and encouraged.
For information or to request a nomination form, please
contact Nominating Chair, Theresa Salameno at tsalameno@gmail.com.

Stay Tuned to The Valley Hospital Auxiliary

Keep up to date on social media with everything planned
by the Auxiliary. Visit www.valleyhealth.com/auxiliary to
view our calendar of events and see programs and projects
sponsored by the Auxiliary. For many events, you can now
make reservations and pay online. It’s easy! You can pay
your Auxiliary dues online, and make donations too.

View our accomplishments on Facebook—The Valley
Hospital Auxiliary, on Instagram—thevalleyhospitalauxiliary
and Twitter - @ValleyAuxiliary.
Contact: Kathy Ambrose - kathyamb1210@gmail.com

Do You Love Art?

Join the Valley Hospital Auxiliary Art Committee and be
part of the process of bringing visual beauty to our Valley
family. You don’t need to be an artist!
For more information, contact Joann Levine, chairman,
Auxiliary Art Chairman at joann.levine@gmail.com or call her
at 201-370-9891.
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Wyckoff ’s Holiday Plant Sale
Perfect for Decorating

Your Home for the Holidays
or Giving as a Gift!

Orders for the
Wyckoff Branch’s Annual Holiday Plant Sale
are due by Monday, November 25
Pick up your order of beautiful plants
on Wednesday, December 4, 10 AM to 1 PM
at Wyckoff Public Library, 200 Woodland Avenue.

INDICATE RED, WHITE OR PINK

6.5" pot Poinsettia
8" pot Poinsettia
10" pot Poinsettia
Cyclamen
6" pot Christmas Cactus

(Cactus-Red or White Only)

$12.50
$18.50
$25.50
$12.50
$12.50

Mail order with check payable to Wyckoff Branch VHA to:
Judy Smith, 450 Manchester Way,Wyckoff, NJ 07481.
Questions: Call July Smith, 201-447-3216
or email judysmithjs@gmail.com

All proceeds will benefit the Auxiliary’s pledge to raise $3 million to establish
the Pediatric Section of the Emergency Department in the New Valley Hospital
and $100,000 for Valley Home Care’s endowment for Butterflies, a pediatric
palliative and hospice care program for seriously ill children.

The Saddle River Valley Branch

17th Annual Holiday Luncheon
& Boutique

Tuesday, December 3
10:30 AM to 2:30 PM
at Seasons in Woodcliff Lake

644 Pascack Road, Washington Twp.

Your Favorite Vendors plus
Many New Vendors plus Neiman Marcus and Tiffany & Co.!
RSVP by Nov. 20 to Heidi Wlosek – $70 per person, includes lunch & valet parking
Make check payable to: VHA-SRVB & mail to:
Heidi Wlosek, 72 Hillcrest Drive, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458
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Meet the Artist & Fashion Show
at Garden State Plaza

On Wednesday, October 16, Saddle River Valley Branch
members and guests attended an event hosted by Westfield
GSP to meet artist, Hugo McCloud, who spoke to the group
about his work. Attendees were then treated to a fashion trend
show hosted by Candace Kristin, GSP fashion stylist. Everyone
enjoyed the hospitality and support of Westfield GSP.

Franklin Lakes Branch Holiday Boutique

Above, l-r, are Jean Meloro, president, The Valley Hospital
Auxiliary, Filip De Vis, photographer, Maria Harper and Nancy
Bush, co-chairs Saddle River Valley Branch, Julie from Westfield
GSP, and Barbara Mills.

Valley’s 6th Annual Teddy Bear Clinic

The Franklin Lakes Branch held its 12th annual Pre-Holiday Brunch
& Boutique Shopping Extravaganza on Wednesday, November 13
at the Indian Trail Club. Nearly 40 vendors featured jewelry, gift
items, women’s clothing and more. A highlight of the boutique was
a booth set up by Kurth Cottage Gift Shop with their very latest
fashions. Pictured above are members of the committee. Seated, lr, Karen Haruthunian, boutique co-chair, Lauren Kobes, and Ann
Swist. Second row, l-r: Nancy Weiss, Linda Leeder, Dorothy Bell,
Nelly Breckenridge, Lynne Bigica and Barbara Mills. Missing from
photo, boutique co-chair Jackie Kobes.

The Valley Hospital

ART GALLERY

Located in the Kurth Cottage Corridor
DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020:

Maryann Burton – Watercolors
Sydney Roberts – Photographs/Giclee
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020:

Susan Hope Fogel – Mixed Medias
Lisa & TomSchaper — Photographs
APRIL/MAY 2020:

Barry Schiff — Oils
Snejana Videlova – Acrylics, Oils
JUNE/JULY 2020:

There were smiles all
around on a day in October
when youngsters and their
parents brought their teddy
bears and dolls to experience the many facets of
emergency and hospital
care. By seeing how it
could help their teddy bear
or doll, children learned that
it is not something to fear.
Children and parents all
love the event.

Barry Schiff — Oils
Snejana Videlova – Acrylics,Oils, Mixe

Proceeds benefit the
Valley Hospital Auxiliary Scholarship Fund

Artists interested in exhibiting should send
five 4x6 color photos and a resumé to:
Art Committee, Valley Hospital Auxiliary, 223 N.
Van Dien Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450

YEO_Acorn Newsletter_Nov19_v3_Acorn 8 pg. -11/11.qrk 11/18/19 9:00 PM Page 7

The Acorn Newsletter – 7

November 2019

Notes from the Volunteer Department

Medical Leave of Absence

If you have had surgery or been out for an extended time
because of a medical condition or treatment, please
remember you need to provide the Volunteer Office with a
Doctor's note upon your return.

Changing Your Address, Phone Number
or Email?

Please notify the Volunteer Resources Office so we can
keep your information up-to-date, (201) 447-8135.
Above and right, Valley's medicallyfocused college volunteers take a closerlook into medicine through special educational events featuring medical simulations, hands-on surgical, suture and intubation demonstrations.
Below, the college student volunteers listen to a lecture, one of an array of speaker
events featuring Valley physicians, nurses
and PAs. These informative events shed a
spotlight on different medical professions
and highlight various specialities.

Reminders — Due by 12/31/19:

f Annual TB Skin Tests
f Flu Vaccine Documentation (If you did not get it at
Valley Health & Wellness Center, Mahwah)

f Annual Education Post Tests (for volunteers who

started before 7/1/18). Please let us know if you need
us to resend the document: 201-447-8135

With Our Best Wishes to You for
A Happy Holiday Season
Volunteer Resources Staff
Liz, Danuta, Kaitlyn, Katie & Luciano
Valley Home Care & Hospice
Is Recruiting Volunteers

Valley Home Care and Hospice is now recruiting volunteers. Please contact our office to find out more about our
Interesting and rewarding programs. Call Cassandra
Germana, Volunteer Coordinator, at 201-270-4578 or
cgerman@valleyhealth.com.

Above are our Summer 2019 Career Frontier Interns. shown with Dr. Yun. These students are looking towards careers in medicine and healthcare. Over the summer they are mentored by hospital staff and attend lectures and tours led by hospital staff.
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The Allendale Branch
Was on the March

At right, the Allendale
Branch showed its community spirit as they
marched in Allendale’s
parade commemorating
the 100th anniversary of
the Holiday Observers.
They wore ribbons saying
“Allendale Valley Hospital
Auxiliary”.
At left, the Mahwah
Branch’s Giving Tree sign.

Cooking Up Great Plans
for Kitchen Tour 2020

The Auxiliary’s Kitchen Tour is
back and the committee is already
hard at work preparing for a great
day on Wednesday, May 20, 2020—
exactly five years since our last
Kitchen Tour. Next year’s tour will once again include stunning kitchens from Bergen County’s leading designers. We
are hoping to have six kitchens and one outdoor kitchen.
Co-chairs are Elaine Heimberger and Ann Swist and a
committee representing Allendale, Fair Lawn, Franklin
Lakes, Glen Rock, Ramsey, Ridgewood, and Saddle River
branches. We will be looking for more help as the date
approaches including house hostesses.
As in years past, we are hoping to gain wide support
from local businesses involved in kitchen design. We will
be publishing a journal that will contain sponsors and
advertisers along with information about the Auxiliary and
The Valley Hospital.
Please let Ann or Elaine know if you are aware of interior designers, architects, landscape designers, tile and window companies, restaurants, event spaces, and kitchen
appliance stores who would be interested in supporting the
Auxiliary’s Kitchen Tour 2020 and, in turn, the Valley
Hospital Auxiliary.
Stay tuned for what promises to be a great day.

From Barren to Full Bloom

The Mahwah Branch hosted a two-week fundraiser
“The Thanks-For-Giving” Tree in September at the
LifeStyles Health & Wellness Center lobby that
resulted in a well adorned tree. Adding leaves and
acorns to this beautiful tree through generous donations helped support and exceed the Auxiliary Branch
pledge while building friendships and having a lot of
fun. Mahwah Branch Member Gloria Howerton came
up with the idea for the Thanks-For-Giving Tree.
Together with the efforts of Jeannie Safina, Cynthia
Duell, Louise Stillwaggon and the Branch members
who manned the LifeStyles table collecting donations, Mahwah had a very successful fall fundraiser.

For Upcoming Events & Fundraisers
Please Visit

www.valleyhealth.com/auxiliary
Save the Date:

Friday, November 20, 2020
For the 2020 VALLEY BALL

In Memory

We sadly acknowledge the passing of several auxilians and volunteers. We are grateful to have had their friendship, and we will
remember the service they gave to Valley.
Kay Iandoli – Hawthorne
Thomas Jones, Sr. – Franklin Lakes
Ann Garrett – Wyckoff
Edward Dela Motte – Wyckoff
James Meccia – Mahwah
Evelyn Lundsten – Paramus
Margery Loftus – Glen Rock
Reitta Goetting – Wyckoff & Upper Saddle River

